their behavior. Some communities have placed age
restrictions on the purchase of spray paint and paint
- in place
to fine individuals who abandon vehicles or do not

insure abandoned property. These policies are an
attempt to decrease the availability of targets for

markers. Other communities have policies

vandalism by holding their owners accountable.

Vandalism is a crime under-reported to law

enforcement, though it is one of the most recog-

nizable crimes. It is also one of the more prevalent

crimes. The clean-up and repair of vandalism can
constitute a serious expense for individuals, when
private property is targeted, as well as communities,
when the target is public. The prevalence of van-
dalism in a community can alter resident’s percep-
tions of their security and the prevalence of crime.
The more vandalism a community experiences, the
more that community is likely to perceive that it has
problems with more serious crimes, such as illegal
drug markets. This perception can also increase
fear of crime or decrease a community’s faith in the
legitimacy of law enforcement.

Though the punishments vary by location, most
vandals are sentenced to community service and
ordered to pay restitution to the owner of the dam-
“xed property or the city. In some jurisdictions,

en the vandals are juveniles, additional fines may

’eveled against the parents of the juveniles. This
Fn depends on the extent of the vandalism or its
jation, such as a school. Sentence enhancements
m be applied, in some jurisdictions, for repeat
sffenders or because of the nature of the vandalism,

such as vandalism that is identified as a hate crime.

Clairissa D. Breen
Cazenovia College

See Also: Arson; Broken Windows Theory; Grafhiti;

Hate Crime; Juvenile Offending.
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Victims, Immigrant

Historically, scholars have paid relatively little atten-
tion to the criminal victimization of immigrants.
Immigration scholars have focused on assimilation,
or immigrant incorporation into society in ways
that mostly ignored crime; criminology emphasizes
immigrants as perpetrators through theories of how
subcultures and cultural conflict lead to street crime.
But immigration involves factors like race, citizen-
ship, immigration status, fluency in English, religion,
and income that can all relate to victimization. Such
factors also relate to perceptions of, and actual expe-
riences with, the criminal justice system as a source
of support or revictimization. Immigrants can be the
targets for hate crimes and are susceptible to victim-
ization based on their generally vulnerable status as
non-native born citizens. The latter includes preda-
tory victimization at the hands of individuals, groups,
or businesses seeking to exploit or oppress individu-
als, and due process victimization by the criminal
justice system through profiling and detention.

Data on immigrant victimization is scarce. The
Bureau of Justice Statistics Web site has no data on
immigrants as victims. The National Crime Victim-
ization Survey and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion’s Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) contain data
on race and ethnicity, which includes multigenera-
tion citizens as well as new arrivals. Both sources
generally exclude undocumented immigrants, who
are at the highest risk for victimization. There are
some surveys from specific cities that assess victim-
ization of immigrants but researchers cannot gen-

eralize these finding back to larger populations

Immigrants and Criminology
Early work on crime and genetics was done by

whites whose research typically supported a form
of white supremacy and thus concluded that non-

whites, including many immigrants, were inferior
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races that needed to be excluded or s.ubjzcthtcz
greater social control. Other researcl.l clalme t” ft
immigrant groups had “cultural Rredlsp051tlons o
crime. Drawing on research findings tl.1at commu-
nity disorganization, poverty, and a hlgh concen-
tration of young males are related to higher crime
rates, some criminologists hypothesized tl}at immi-
grant communities would have higher crime rates

because these factors were prevalent.
However, numerous studies have shown that

immigrants have a similar or lower crime rate than
native-born Americans. The 1931 Report on Crime
and the Foreign Born (Wickersham Report) found
that proportionally, immigrants commit fewer
crimes than native-born Americans. Criminolo-
gists Clifford Shaw and Henry McKay came to a
similar conclusion, noting that criminality corre-
lated with social disorganization in certain areas of
the city—not race, nationality, or how long people
had been in the United States. Modern scholarship
finds that immigrant arrests tend to be for immigra-
tion offenses, not for property or violent offenses.
Further, the time during the 1990s when America
experienced its strongest growth in both the His-
panic and undocumented immigrant populations
was when crime rates fell significantly.

More critical scholarship adds that the first immi-
grants were European settlers who victimized Native
Americans and took their land during colonization.
Subsequently, Africans experienced forced immi-
gration and the victimization of American slavery,
which allowed for the assault, rape and murder of
blacks with little or no legal consequence. Groups
like the Chinese and Irish were welcomed when the
United States sought cheap labor to complete the

In response to blocked op
€Cconomic advancement. F
of arrest reflect not just t
beightened police scrut
Informal sanctions In pa

inally, immigrant patterns
he prevalence of crime but
iny and less likelihood of
rticular neighborhoods.

immigration status shape Interactiopg b
an unequal power dynamic between oY qeating
and native-born, as well as among impm;
different immigration statuses.
Nonimmigrants are generally |e
to status-based victimization-victimizatio
is linked to one’s official Immigrant o,

undocumented immigrants the mogt. This dyngy,

is distinct from hate crimes, which are based o ;
ideology of white supremacy, which frequently Seeks
to make the United States a homeland for white
Status-based victimizations are not based o bias.
but a perpetrator’s assumption that the prOSpec.,
tive victim will not call the police and/or thy the
police will investigate the victims’ Immigration sts.
tus rather than the crime. For example, perpetrators
may target immigrants (especially undocumented
ones) for theft because they will not report the loss
to police and carry attractive amounts of cash f
they do not have bank accounts. Some rapists tar-
get immigrant women because they believe they are
more likely to get away with it. A batterer may tell
woman he is abusing that she will be deported if she
seeks help for domestic violence..

While all immigration policies are by nature
restrictive, they vary greatly in the degree to whigh
Immigrants can enter a country and participate I
society. Countries that are restrictive will have 2
larger number of status-based offenses than thos
with more open policies. Recent U.S. immigi
tion policy has generally been restrictive; en.fon.:e(-a
ment draws increasingly upon a criminal ’l.lsmée
model. Together, policy and enforcement fa,ahf,aof
the generalized “othering” and “criminahzaugq -
immigrants, which leads to increased status cr;use
victimization. Immigrants are vulnerable beequal
restrictive laws and practices deny thert
protection.  differ

With undocumented immigrants, POW* tus ar¢
entials between them and those with legal st ljve It
at a maximum. Undocumented immigranf)srtatio
constant fear of arrest, detention, and depoffens€5°
making them more vulnerable to predato’}

. » ofteh
| olice
Immigration raids are common, local P | &
qtro

1:

, L 0 5
and arrest of immigrant victims Wht fear: Tho™
for assistance all bolster immigral




undocumented immigrants are ypl;
victimization to the police, leaving
protection and vulnerable to crimina] harm

Predatory Victimization

Ass.aults on lmmigrants and threats of violence

agamst. them frequen.tly. result from Immigrants

protesting predatory victimization. This s done by

individuals, groups, and businesses who purpose-

fully exploit an immigrant because that Immigrant

will not report them for fear of Immigration status

consequences, lack of communication skills, or lack

of knowledge about their rights. Such victimiza-

tion includes common discrimination or differential

treatment; harassment; interpersonal crimes like

blackmail and extortion. Employment abuse includes
some of the above plus violations of labor law (lack of
benefits or breaks), wage theft (sublegal wages, non-
payment of overtime, or nonpayment), unsafe work-
ing conditions, and even slavery. Perpetrators are
likely to be somewhat close to victims, and may be
romantic partners, family members, bosses, cowork-
ers, business associates, neighbors, friends, or even
lawyers. Because immigrants generally have fewer
employment opportunities, employment-related
victimization is likely the most widespread form
of victimization experienced by immigrants, espe-
cially those who lack legal permission to work. Even
those working legally may be unfamiliar with U.S.
labor laws and how to pursue grievances. Labor-law
enforcement has also been a low priority in recent
federal administrations, so employment of immi-
grants is rife with illegal and unsavory activities, with

many serious abuses, for example, in agriculture and
the meatpacking industries.

Due Process Victimization
Due process victimization refers to oftenses com-

mitted by criminal justice actors—such as PO]ICC
and agents of immigration agencies—who violate
the rights of immigrants. This encompasses racial
profiling; verbal harassment; excessive use of force;
abuse (physical, psychological, or sexual); unreason-
able searches, seizures, and arrests; failur.e to uphold
basic civil rights as outlined by the Constitution; and
not maintaining appropriate standards of con.f;;le-
ment for immigration detention. The major di e;—
€nce distinguishing due process offenses fr’or.rl preds
atory offenses—other than the perpetrators identity
as a criminal justice employee—is that due process
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Perpetrators are not acting for personal gain and
may indeed be following institutional procedures,
objectives, and occupational norms.

.While these issues occur in other contexts in the
criminal justice systemn, they are more prevalent in
Immigration enforcement. Specifically, the adop-
tion of a criminal justice model within Immigration
policy since the early 1990s has eroded due process
protections and made it more difficult to challenge
‘Mproper treatment against immigrants and refu-
gees. Studies show that not only are deportees sub-
ject to verbal harassment, procedural failings, and
excessive use of force, but also that force is more
commonly used against deportees than citizens.
Even the federal government has acknowledged
several instances of detainee mistreatment and
neglect—including inadequate health care, envi-
ronmental health and safety concerns, and non-
compliance with detention confinement guidelines.

Maya Pagni Barak
American University

Paul Leighton

Eastern Michigan University

See Also: Blackmail; Courts; Hate Crime; Jails; Police
Brutality/Excessive Force; Racial Profiling.

Further Readings
Bacon, David. lllegal People: How Globalization Creates

Migration and Criminalizes Immigrants. Boston:

Beacon Press, 2008.
Boswell, Richard A. Immigration and Nationality Law—

Cases and Materials. 4th ed. Durham, NC: Carolina

Academic Press, 2010.
Lucas, Anne. “Huddled Masses: Immigrants in
Detention.” Punishment and Society, v.7/3 (2005).
Martinez, Ramiro, Jr. Latino Homicide: Immigration,
Violence, and Community. London: Routledge, 2002.
Weissinger, George. Law Enforcement and the INS.
Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2005.

Victims, Senior

While the elderly are certainly thought to be more
frequent victims of street crime than other age

groups, that is not necessarily the case. Except
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